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PATRICK LENNARD NARRIER — DANGEROUS SEX OFFENDER — ESCAPE 

298. Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS to the Minister for Police: 
I have a supplementary question. Given the length of time that the minister mentioned it took police to notify the 
public of the escape of this dangerous sex offender and the lack of completeness in the media release the minister 
referred to, in which the fact that he was a dangerous sex offender was not referred to, what action will the minister 
take to ensure that the public are notified in a more timely manner should there be further escapes by people such 
as this Mr Narrier? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
I am mindful that we are short of time. Occasionally, it is in the public interest not to make a broadcast 
announcement straight off the bat. In the very early time when police are first informed that someone has escaped 
or that someone is on the run, sometimes there are better opportunities for police to use the intelligence they may 
have to hand to recapture someone quickly. Sometimes there could be circumstances where it is detrimental to 
make a media or public announcement; it may not assist in the quick recapture of the person. With regard to these 
particular circumstances, I am yet to receive a full explanation from the Commissioner of Police. I understand 
where the member for Hillarys is coming from in terms of the public needing to be informed quickly. That is what 
I would have expected. I would have expected a media release that provided more information, but the fact of the 
matter is that the member has been on radio, trying to make some sort of political capital out of this, and he has 
said that the public needs to be warned so that they can take the necessary precautions. I would like to advise every 
member of the public that they should be taking necessary precautions on a daily basis, because, as was confirmed 
only recently, there are nearly 3 500 sex offenders living in the community. 

Mr D.T. Redman: Mr Speaker! 
The SPEAKER: That is the end of question time. 
Mr D.T. Redman: Mr Speaker. 
The SPEAKER: No. If you have a question now, it will go past one o’clock—and there have been three to the 
government and four to the opposition; I am sure you agree with that. 
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